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CHAPTER XXIV.
(Continved.)
Walking the Plank.

HIU'S adjured, the missrable
jl Job, witn, I think, the most

awful  yell that 1 evepr
heard, procipttated himaelt
face  dowoward on  the

plank—he did not dare, small blame
‘e him, to try to walk 1t—and com-
menced to drivw himself across in
dttle Jorks, his poor logs hanging
uown on either glile lotd the nothing-
uege bouealh,

His viclent ferlcs ¢ the frall hoard
fiwde the great stone, which wis only
balanced on & few Inches of rock,
vacillnte In o most slekening manner,
And to mwake uiatives Worse, Just na
e wis Lallway wcross, tio flying
ray of lurid light suddenly went out
Just as thouwh a lump had beesy ox-
ttgutshied in 4 eurinioed room, leav.
tng the whole howling whderness of
e in blackheas,

"Lord have merey on me!™ hallsand
poor Jub from the darkness. “Oh,
e plank's stipming!™ and | heard o
Vielent struggle and thought ho was
gone,

Hute Just at that moment his out-
stretched hand, olasping in agony at
the alr, met my own, and In anvthoe
minute Jub was gasplng on the rock

beatde me.  1'ut the plankl 1 felg 1t
siin anil heard It kooek against a
projectiog knob of r°k and It was
"O. .

“wireat heavens!™ 1 oselalmed, "How
are we golng to get baek?™

1 don't know," rnswered Teo, ont
of the ginom, *‘Sufficlent unto the
day Is the avil thyemwof.' I am thank-
ful snough to ba Lora*

But Ayesha mercly ealisd to ma to
take her band and ereep arter her.

CHAPTER XXV.
The Spirit of Life.

DI as T was bld, and in fear
and trombling felt mvaclf
druwn over the edge of the
etons. 1 pprawled wy legs

out, but could touch nothing,

“1 am golug to fall!" [ gasped,

“Nay, let thyself go sod trust to
me,"” answered Ayesha,

I feit wysolf slide n pace or twn
down tha soplng surface of the rock,
and then pass ‘ute the alr, and the
thought flaxhad through my broin
that 1 wne lost, Bat no. In another
fomtant wmy feel SUrUck agalnst A
ro.ky foor, und 1 felt that I woas
standing on something solid, and out
of reach of the wind, which 1 could
bear singing avay overh2ad, An 1
stocd thers thanking my stars for
thesp amall mercloy thers was o sIp
end » scuwilw, wod duwn Cuse Leo
alonesida of ma,

“Hallo, uid fellow!"” he called our,
“are you there? Thls 1s gettlug in-
tevesting. I8 It pat?”

Just then, with o temvifie yall, Juh
arcived vight op the top of us, knock-
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mora than e oo A parry and laid aa

an offering i the mouiy of the
tannel  thiough wleh  we  passed
hither?' |

Wa laaked up wonda-ing s, and sha
emmtinge) !
YA ao L was Thars =is & mar
Noaot, he named himealf = ho, thoge
ha iived in the latter days, nad of
the wisdom of tha sona of Kor A
Lharmit wam ho, and & philoaogher, and
akilled In the sscrote oFf naturs and
ha 1t was wha discovered the fors that
I sl pow ya, which |= pature s
Blood and Jife, and aies that e wan
bathed therein and brea'hed thareof
ohettld live whilla Natuire [lves "l
Nka unto ‘hes, oh, MHoily, this m.u_]
Noat, ®ould ot turn hios know!isdge d!

seoount. T ha wald, ‘was it fur man
to Jive, fur man waa horn i din’
Thoratora did s tell bis secred 1o

none, and therafora 414 ba coma and
Hya hinte, whats the soekar afte © life
must pass, and was reverad of the
Amahagunr of the day me wily, aod &
barmit. And when Neet | came to thin
country—knowest thou how | came,
Kaliikraten? Another time wiil | teil
thea- It s & ntrangs tain 1 Bheard aof
this phlloaspher, and walted for him
when he cuma to foteh hin food, and
returned with him  hither, though
RA'I)‘ Ma [ fonr o tread the gulf
n did I boguble bim with my beau-
ty and my wit, and flatter him n.m]

rarred Y tOnEie, so that he isd me down

and ahowed mae the fire, and told me |
the sscrote of the flre, Lut he wou'd |
not suffer me to step therealn, nn-l;
fanr lemt he should alay me, I ro- |
frained, knowing that the man wan |
very old, und goon would dde. And I
roturnad, having laarned from him ol
that he knew of the wonderful spirit
of the world, and that was much, for
the man won wise and vary anclent,
and by purity and ahstinence, and the
contamplation of his Innoesnt mind,
Bad worn thin the vell between that
which we aeco and ths great invisibls
truths, the whisper of whoss wings al |
timea wa heur as they aweap through
the gross alr of the world. Then it
wan but a very fow Jdaye after 1 met
thes, my Kallikraien, who had wan-
dered hithar with ths Egyption
Amenartas, and I learnad to love for
the firet and Iast timae, onen and for.
evar, 8o that It sntered futo my mind
to come hither with thes, and recalve
the gift of life for thee and me. There-
fore camo we, with that Egyptian
who wouldl nst ba left hohind, and be-
hold, we found the old man Noot lylog
but newly dead. Thers he lay, and
his white beard Iay on him like a gar.
ment,” and sha pointed to a spot near
whare T was sltting: “but surely he
hath long since crumbled Into duss,
and the wind buth bortie bls ashes
honee.™

Hors 1 put out my hand and folt In
the dust, and presently. my fingors
touched somothine, It was a sioxle
bhuman tooth, very yellow, but sound
L bieid 1t up ood showed 1L Lo Ayesha,
who lnughed,

“Yea" aho sald, "t (a We withont
a doubt. Hebo!d what remalneth of |
Noot and the wisdom of Noot—one 1it. '
te tooth, And yet that man had all
o ar his commuand, wnd for his con-
solence’s sake would have none of |1,
Waell, he lay thore newly dead, and
woe desconded whither I ahall lead yo,
and then, gathoring up wll my ootits
g, and courting death that [ migh.
porchianes win o ~"~rlons 0 erown of
Ife. I stepped into the fHames, and
Uelidd ! Jilw BUCHh a8 YO ean nover
know untdl yo feel 1t alao flowed Into
ne, und I cama forth undylng aml
lovaly beyond Imagsinimg, ‘M™en did 1
stretch out mine arma to thee, Kalll-
kratea, and bid thee take thine tme-
mortal brida: and bahold, as [ spoka,
thou, bllnded by my beauty, diise
turn from me and throw thine arms
nhout the neck of Amenariar. And
then & great fury Alled me and mouo
mn mad, and [ seiged the javelin that
thou didst boar, and atabbed thee, so
that there, at my very feet, in the
place of life, thou Jidst groan and
ko down into death. 1 knew not then
t . ! had power to slay with niine
s il wll, thurefors In MY Nieds
pons slew 1 with the javelln,

"And waen thou wast deud, ah! |
wopt, becauss 1 was undylng and thou
wast dvad.  And she, the swart Egsp-
tlan—she oursnd mo by her godas. PBut
shie could net hurt me, and 1--1 know
not I 1 eould hurt her, 1 did not try;
Itows nanght to me then; so helweey
s wa bore thoe henee.  And afters
ward 1 sent her—the Egyptlon—
away through the swnmps, and It
sremia that she lived to boar a son
and 1o write the tade that <hondd lead
thoe, hor husband, buck to we, ler
rhval und thy murdercas.

“Huch is tha tule, my love, and now
in the hour at hand that shall sot a
crown upon it. Kallikrates, tuke me
by the band and lift my vell with
no morg fear than though 1 were
some peasant girl and not the wisest
and most beauteous woman In this
world, and look mo {n the eyves and
tell mwo that thou dost forgive e
with all thine heart and that with all
thiue heart thou dost worship me.”

"Ayosha" answercd lao, "I Jove
thes with all my heart and, so fur as
forgivencen lg possible, | forgive thoe
the death of Ustane, Tor the rest, it
{8 betweon thea and thy Muaker; |
know naught of it. I only knuw that
I lova thee an | never loved bofors
i .-? tho' L will cleave to thoo to the
el

“Now."  answered
proud bumility, “now when wy lord
doth speak thum royvally and give
With so free a hand It eannot Lo
cote e o Jag bemipd ln words and

Aveshn, with

g we both down, by the time that be beggared of my generosity. He-
wa had strugeicd to cur Yeer agaln hold!" and she tosk bis hand and
Avoshy Was standing alasvg un, and  placed 10 wpon ber shapely head wad
bidaing un leht the lamps, whieh, then bent heraslt s!owly dewn i
fortunataely, ret ned uninjured. oig knee for an nstant togehed tho

In & couple o minutes  both  the ground—"behold. in token of subnilse
lwmpa wre  all o AT a curions slon do 1 bow ma to my lord Hiw
srune they revealed. Wo wera hud- bold,"” and sho kassed hlin on the
dledd up I on opogly eham scmd lUps, "in tokon of wy wilely love do
twelva Topt siuare, and scared encugly 1 kiss my lord. Dehold” and she Inid
we looked] tont s, exvept Ayesha, her hand upon his heart, “"by the
who whas #tanding caloily with hop sin T sinned, hy my lonely conturies
wrms fuldeid ul walting w owlith It was wipod

PLers,” suld She, “sofely havos we out, by the at love wherewith [
come,  Aml now thit he” nodding lo und by the Spirit—the Eternal
toward Jun, w Wil sittioe on the T B that doth boget all lifo, trom
fawr, faobly wiping s fored ad with whom it ehba, to whom It dothi re-
Wil than povhet-nuinakorehiof, turn senip-l awear, | Mwoar, svea

“whom they plghtly eall tha 'Pig,' fop
am o plg 1x ha stupid, heth let tall
the plank, it will not bo rasy (0 pes
turn across the gulf, and to that end
murt | maks n plan.  Hut now rest
awhile, wivl ook ut this place, What
think ya thut It faTt

“Wa know not,” | answeresd

SWoulitst thou belleve that onea &
man did choose this niry nest for a
dally hubitation, and Jid here sudure
for mm{ yoars, leaving it only but
onea day in every ton to seck fond and
water and oll that the people brought,

-

fn this first most holy hour of com-
pleted Womunhood, I swoar that 1
will whindon Evi and cherish Gond."

Tuking one of the Jamps, sho ad-
vanesd toward the ond of the cham-
bar that was roafed In by tha swaying
plone, whern she hadted

Wo tullowed her, wnd pereeived that
in tho wall of thy vone thore wne &
stalr, or, to ba morn acourate, thu?
somu projecting kneba of rock had
biten wo shaped as to furm o good 1mi-
tation of a stadr, Down this Ayesha
began to climb, sprivglog from atep
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I had
Mut o it was, my fosd

n point; they wenit
¥ my hands snd
fontact with ML
Erippsd at ' o with & yell, but oRe
band slipped and | swung righ
round, holding by the other, so that
T fucnd tha atots from which | had
u-ru.n,. Whdly | stretenod up with
my loft hand and this time mansgod
fo wrasp & knob of rouk and thers [
Butg I the feres red light, with
thousands of feal of ampty alr be-
neath mo. My hands wera holding at
sither mida of the under part of the
Apur, s that 1ts polnt was touchin

my heoad. Tuerefore even if 1 cotald

hava found the «trangth [ could not
pull mysalf up. Tha most that T could
do would be o baug for abouwt A
minute and then drop down, down
Into tha Luttomiems pit,

I hoard Lo give & © and than
suddenly maw him in midalr springing
up wand out Hke s chamols, It was a

Ceplendid leap that hs ook under the

Iutiuvnes of his terror and deapair,
clearing Lthoe horribla sulf as though
it ware nothing; and landing well on
to the rocky point, he threw himueit
upon his faco to prevent his pitching
off 1t Into tha aeg:u. 1 f=it the apur
abavae mo shikes baneath the ahock of
his tmpact, and an it did so [ saw the
huge rocking stone, that had been
violantly depreased by him as hs
pprung, fly back when reliaved of his
weight till, for the first (lme during

Lall thess centuries, It got beyond Its

balancs and fall with & moat awful
arash right Info ths rocky chamber,
which had once sorvad the philesephar
Noot for m herinitage, as [ hava no
doubt, forever I::::utluél': nullnut
tho pamsage that a to Place o
1Afa with semo hundreds of tons of
rock.

Next instant I feit T#0 aclze ma by
the t wriat with both handa. Hy
lying flat upon hia stomach on the
point of rock he could just reach me,

Lo gtep ilke a chamols, and after her
we followed with less grace. When
we il desconded some Hitesn or asix-
teon sty wa found that they ended
In & tremendous rocky slops, running
first outward and then inward, like
tho slupe of an Inverted gone or tun-
nol, At Jength this cave ended In a
third passige, through which gleamed
a fuint glow of light.

1 heard Ayeshn glve a algh of re-
Hef us thia light dawned upon us,

We stoud In a third cavern, some
fifty feet in length by, perhaps, as
groat a helgbt and thirty wide,
Across the fur end of the cavern,
with & grinding and craahing noise —
4 nolse o drocdful and awe-lnsplring
that we all rombled, and Job actunlly
punk tu lil4 knces- there Aamed out
an awful gloud or piliar of fire, like
A ralnbow, many colored, and, llk»
the lghtning, bright. For a spaee
porhups forty seconds, 1t flamed an
rogred thus, turning slowly round an |
round, and thea Ly Jdegreas the 1ey-
rible noise consed and with the fire
It passed away | know not whither-—
leuvinge behindg 1t the same rosy glow
that we huid frst sesn,

“Draw near, draw  near!” erled
Avesha, with n voles of thrilling ex-
ultation, “Hebold the very Fuuntaln
and Heart of Life ua It boats in the
burain of the groat world.”

We followed her through the rosy
klow up to the head of the cave, till
at lnst wo stood beforo the spot where
tho grent puise boat and the great
Mame passed. And as we went wa
became senalbls of u wild and splen-
did exbllaration.

Then suddenly, whilst T rejolosd iIn
this splendid vigor of a new-found
polf, from fur, fur away there came
a dreadful muttering nolse, that grew
and grew to o crasl and & roar.

Ro astonishing was the many-cole
ored cloud that all of us, nave Bhe,
whn atood up and stretchad her hands
tomard the fire, sank down before it
and hid our faces !n the sund,

When 1t was gona, Ayesha spoke,

"Now, Kallikrutes," wshe sald, “the
mighty moment s at hand. When the
grear thimoe comes agaln thou must
Elund in i, Puest” thirow aside thy
garmants, for (v will burn then,
though thes It will not hurt. Thou
must stand in the Name while thy
aensea will andure, and when it em-
braves tuss suck the tire down into
thy very heart, and et It leap and
iy nivind thy every part, so that
thou lose no molely of ita virtue,
Loarest thouw me, Kalllkratea?"

“1 heur theo, Avesha," answered
Leo, “but of o tyuth+1 wm nn cows
ard—=but I doubt me of that raging
Mums, How kpnow 1 that it will not
utterly desiroy me, &0 that I loss
myself and logs thes nles? Neverthe-
lesa will I do " he added.

Ayeshin thought for a minute, and
then sald:

"It s not wonderful that thou
shouldst doubt, Tell me, Kallikrates, i
thou sest me stnnd In the Neine and
cotn forth ughoermed, wilt thou enter
aisu

“Yes" he answerad, “I will enter,
oven I 1t slay me.'

“And that will I also,” I cried,

It s well,' she satd, "Thou art not
altogether lost in folly. Bee, now, 1
will for the aecond time bathe ma
in this Hving bath, Fain wouwid T add
to my beauty and my length of dave
I that be puskibie, 1L be not poesls
ble, ut the least it cannot harm me,

*Also” sho cuntinusd, after a niue
Mentry padsc, “is thers annther and
W odecper vaudae why | wouwld onuve
agalp dIp me 0 the Awne, When
first [ tasied of ltg virtus full was
my heart of pussion und of hatred of
that Egyptian Amenartus, apd there-

-

fore, despite my atrivings to be rid
thernof, hath passion and hatred beoan
stamped upon my soul from that sad
hour to this. HBut now |s It cther-
wine,

“Now propare thos, prepars eaven
an though thy lust hour was at hand
and thou wast about ta cross to the
land of shadows, and not throueh the
wnton of most glorious lfe. Prepoare,
T say!"

CHAPTEL XXVI
What We Saw.

AELEN came & fow moments'

I pouse during which Ayesha

sremed to be gathering up

har strength for the fery

triad, while we clung to

*meh other, and walted In utter al-
¢“neo.

At ja't from far, far away came
the first murmur of sound, that grew
nnd srow till {t began to erash and
bellow In the distanes. As sho heard
It Ayesha wswiftly threw off her
¥nuzy wrappiug, lonsened the goldsa
suake from bor kirtle, and then,

shaking her lovely halr mbiout bier like
A gurment, beneath 1 cover slipped
the Kirtle off, and roplaced the sunky
belt around her and outalde the
massen of falling hair. Theres sbe
stood befors us &s Eve might bave
stood before Adam, clad lu nothin,

but her abundant locks, held roun

by her gulden band; and no wonds
of mine can teill how swest she
loukod—uwnd yet how d'vine., Nearsr
and nearsr came the thiunder whaois
of fire, and as they cama she pushed
one Ivory arm through the dark
masses of her halr aud flung It round
Lec's neck.

“OUh, my love, my lve”™ she mur-
mured, “wiit thou ever know how 1
hiave loved thes!" and she itissad him
on the forehead, and than weut and
stood in the pathway of the flama
of Life.

On came the crashing, rolling nolses,
and the sound thereof was ag though
& foremt wers being <wopt flar by a
mighty wind, and then tossed up by
It like 80 much gruss, nnd thiandered
doWwn a4 mountain side. And now tha
odge of the plllar of fre apponred,

Ayvesha turned toward 1t, and
stretched out her arms to grest 1t On
It came, very slowly, wail lnppnd her
round with fName. | saw the tire run
Up ber form. 1| aaw ner .ire It with
both her hands as though it wers
water, and pour It over her besd, |
Vel waw her apen her 1 ind
driow It down lato her luugs, and a
dread and wonderful might it w s

But suddenly a kind of change

canu over Lier face, The suule vile
lehed and jn Ith place there came a
dry, haml look; the rounded fice

scamed Lo grow pinched, wa though
BOmo gredl anxioly wers leaving e
impresa upon I, The glorious #yes,
00, lost their Lght, and, as [ thought,
the form ts porfect shupo and erects
nens.

I rubbed my evea, think'rg that I
was tha victim of some had ucination,
or that the refruction from e 1n-
tenne Ught produeed an optioal de-
lusiom; and, as I did e, the Qaming

plilar alowly twisted and thundersd
uff witherssovar it passes to in the
bowela of (liw great earth, leaving
Ayoaha stunling whers It had beon.

An soon as It was gons she stepped
forwarid to Leo'n alde—it seomed to
me that there was no mpring in her
wiep=— and stretohed gut her hand to
lay It on his shoulder, 1 gaeed ut hor
arm. Where was its wonderful round-
noss and beauty? It waa getting thin
and angular. And her face—by
Heaven!-whor face was growing eld
bofora my eyen! [ supposs that Leo
saw it alro; certalnly he recolled a
atep or two,

“Whnt is 1t my Kalllkeaten?" ahe
sald, wnd hor volce—what wus thae
mittor with thoss desp and thrillin
notes? Thoy were quite high an
crncked,

“Why, what 1s (t—what In It?" sha
sald, confussdly, "1 feel JAdazed,
Burely the quality of tha fira hath not
# red. Can ‘hea principle of Life
wiler? Tell inw, Kallikrates, s theis
aught wrong with my oyes? 1 see
not clear,” and sha put har hand to
hor head and touched her halr—and,
oh, horrors of horrora! it all fell*off
:ﬂh’,‘ the floor, louving her utterly

Hha was shrivell up. Hmaller
she grew, and smaller yut, till she
wia no larger than a ahe n,
Now the skin was puckered into a
million wrinkles and on tho shapsless
face was the stamp of unutterabls

age.

O the very spot where twenty oans
turies haforse she had slain ths old
tl;(u!tillt.n.l.isl. she herself fell down and

Iml,

What had happsned to bring this
shocking change about? Had the na-
ture of the life giving Mre chunged?
IMd {1t perhaps from thme to time aend
furth an essance of Death instead of
an essance of Lifa? Or was it that
the frame onos charged with ity mar-
vellous virtus eould bhear no more, so
thnt were tho proeess repeatad-——it
matternd noat nt what lapse of time—
the two Impregnationa nsutralized
each othar, and Inft thahody on which
they noted ns It was bafore [t ever
cnme  lute contact with the wvery
ensnnce of life? This, and this alons,
I meeount for the sudden and
e aging of A hn, na ths whole
I#ngth of hor two thousand yours tovk
efoct upon ber.

Then, stepping ovar the perfumad
masses of dark Lalr thnt lay upon the
watid, I stooped down by Job, who wns
foupot bl face, wnd tirned him
ver, Ar 1 did so bls arm el back
i way that T did not ks, and which
want i catll through mwe, and I glunesd
anarply st hilm, One look wans enough,
Our old and fagthfu) servant was deail,

When Leo came to himself, which
he did with w gronn and trembling of
the limbs about ten monutes it rward,
and 1 told kim that Job was dend, he
werely said Ot

As Lao st up [ saw mnother
droadful thing. When we sntered that
awtul glace him curling halr had beasn
of tha ruddiest gold, now It was turns
I gray and by the tiine we gelnnd
the outer wr It was snow white, Le.
slden. ha locked twenty years older.

"What s ta he donn, old fellow?* he
sald, 1o a hollow, dead mort of voloe,

“Try and get out, 1 supposs,” 1 an-
awered,
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We went to this pile of rippling halr
and eaoh of us drow froem It w shining
lock, and theme locks we still have, the
Moly memento that s left to us of
Ayvahn an wo knew hur In the fulness
of hor gruce and glory, Leo pressed
the perfumed hale to hin lps.

“She anllad to me not to forget her”
he suld, hourncly, "and swore that we
shonld moot aguin, By heavou! I
nevor will forget her, Ilere | swoar
that, if we live to get out of this, I
will not for all mmy days have anything
to say to awpothor Hving womun, and
that whereyer 1 1 will walt for her
aa faithtull® o she walted for me.”

“Yeu" I thought to mywsif, “if sha
comen back beautifil as we knaw her,
Hut supposing s'ie came bdback !ke
that!"

And them we went,

CHAPTER XXVII.

We Leap.

E passed through the caves
without trouble, but when we
came to the slope of the In-
verted cone two difficulties
stared us in the faca, The

first of thess was the laborioua nature
of the anscent, and the next ths ex-
tremea dicuity of Snding our way.

In due course wa found ourselves
back im the littla chamber, where the
benighted Noot had Mved and disd,

But now a fresh terror stared us In
the favs, It muy be remembared that,
owing to puor Job's fear and awk-
wardnuess, the plank upon whioh we
had crosssd from the hugs r to tha
rocking-atons had been whirled off
into the gulf balow,

How were we W eroms without the
plank?

Thera wos only one answar—wa
must try and jump it, or elss stop
whero we were til we atarved. The
distanca In liself was not 80 very
grent—betweon eloven and twelve
foot, 1 sbould think —and I have seen

Jump over ninetesy wheo he was
A young fellow at collage; but theo,
think of the conditions. Two weury,
worn-out men, vue of them the wrong
wlde of forty, a rooking-stons to tuke
off fram, & trambling point of rock
nomn few fest mcross to land on, and
A bottomiess gulfl o be cleared In &
raging galo,

Bt nne thing waa clear, we could
not alttempt that leap in the durk;
the only thing to do was to walt for
the tay of light which pierced through
tha gulf at sunset

shurtly aftor this, puddenly, with.
out the slightest previouas warning,
thn great red knlfe of ileht cams
atabbing the darkness through and
throikh, wiruck the swaying stone
on which we lay, and rested its sharp
point upan the spur upposite,

“Now for it," sild Leo—"now or
nover "

CWha ls to go first? anld 1.

"o you, old fellow," anawsred Laeo,
“1 will ait upor. the nther side of the
Atone o steady 1t. You must takes as
Much run a8 you ca and jump hilgh;
ol Giod have mercy on us say 1"

“Good-by, my boy," I saidy, I hopa
thit we sball mest again, whersver
It 14 that we go to.*"

Tha fact was T A4 not sxpect to
Hve another two minutes

Next | rotraated to the far alde of
the rock and walted ti) one of the
chapplng guats of wind got bebind
me, and then comtending iy soul
to God, 1 ran tho length of tho huge
stone, some thres or four and thirty
frer, aid sprang wildly out into the
dizzy alr, Oh' the wickening terrors
that 1 fejt s T luunched myself at that
little point of rock, and the horrible
sonae of despalr that shot through

CEREERE Rt e

“You must Ist

#elf clear,” he sald In & oalm col-
lected voles, “and then [ will try and
pull you up, or wa '!IIJ both go to-
gothar, Ars you ready

By way of answer I st go, firgt
with my Jeft hand and then with tha
right, and awayed out as n conse-
quence clear of the overshindowing
rock, my walght hanging upon Leo'a
armas.

For a faw seconds 1 swung to and
fro while Le gathered himself for the
effart, and than I heard his sinews
erucking above me, and folt mysolf
Ifteil up as though I wara a little
child, till I got my left &rm round the
rock mnd my chest was resiing on
It. Tho rest was sansy: in two or thres
more seconds I was up and wo were
Iving panting side by side, trembling
likn leaves, and with the cold pers
spirtion of terror pouring from our
akinm,

And then, as before, tho light went
out like a lump.

For mome half hour we lay thus
without speaking & word, and then at
longth wa began to cresp along tho
mreat spur as best we might in the
donne gloom. As wa got toward the
fuce of the i, howaver, from which
the spur sprung out ks a spiks from
& wall, the lght lporcased, though
only a vory little, for it was night
overhead. After that tha gusts of
wind decrepsed, and we got wlon
rather better, and at last reach
the mouth of the firat cave or tunnel,
lut now a fresh teoubis mared us In
the tuee: our oll was gone, and Lthe

i wera no doubt orucha! Lo
powder boasath the fallen rocking
stone, Wao were aven without a drop
{ wulor to stay our thirst, for wa had
drunk the last tn the dhamber of
Nuvt, How were we to ase Lo runke
our wiy through tbis last or=
sirewn Lannel?

Uisnrly, all that we could deo was
1o trust to our seoss of feeling, Our
only gulde wius the alde of the cavern,
which ws Kept touching. On we went,
feably, und still mors feebly, for hour
after iaour. Ul at last we once more
beheld the light of the day and found
ourselves outalde the tunne! in the
rocky fold on the otitor su: fave of the
cliff that, It will ba remermborad, led
into It. It waa earls morning.

“One mors effort, Leo," 1| guaped,
“and we shall r-:a-:i! the alops where
Blliall s, If he bann't gone. Cume,
don’t give way,” for he had cast him-
melf upon his face. Has got up, and,
Isaning on sach other, wn got down
that ffty feat or so of cliff- anmaliow
~I have not tha least notlon how, I
only romambar that we found ours
selves Iving In & heap at the bottom,
and then wnce mors began to Urag
ouraeives aluong on our hants and
knvos tuwaid the grove whers Sho bad
Ladd Biliadl o awalt ber rearrival, for
WwWe couid not walk another foot, We
had not gona Nty yards (o this fash-
lun whan suddenly one of the wintes
giusrged from Auing teves on our loft,

He ptarsd and stared, and then
held up his bands in horrer, wnd
nearly foll to the ground. Next ha
staried off as bhatd a8 he could for
the grove monw ‘wo hunlred yards
awiny, Nog wander that he was hors
Pitiesd ab our appearance, for we bidst
have bean ik shookidng he. To be
gin, Leo with  his  goldin  curls

P, e wdort hew
his wurn

of braises,

tutnmd & snuwy v il
nearly ront from his body,
face and his hoands 0 mass

cite wnd blood, wis nulliciently
aluming spectacle, an he paanfully
Aragged MWmyell nlong the ground,
wnd I have no doolit that | wos
tde botter, 1 know thit two dioys

afterwird when 1
In some walter T scarcly know my
salf. 1 hove r bein faimous for
Leguty, but rhere wis something be.
wide vgliness atampaes] upon my fea.
tures that L have nevor pot rld of
untl) this Jday, mmaething rmaembling
that wild look with whileh a startlod
person wikea from deep slesp more
thiun anything that | can think of.
Presently, t my inienss rallenf, 1

vl THUA hureying toward um,
and even then 1 could scurcoly help
s ling at the oxpreasion of constor.
nation on his diEnifled countenance.

“Oh, my Baboon! my Bahoon!™ ha
cried, “my dear son, Is it Indeed thes
and the Lion? Why, his mane that
wais as rips corn Is white like the
snow, Whence come yo, and

dd at my face

ne s
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o ha Mg, and whera, tael, Mhe #he-
munt he.oteayad?
'zmul. both dead.” T answarsd
Prnd 1" ha gasped  * npossiBiel
nnvor diem - doad!  low
oan It ™ and then poreniving |
think, that him faos was Iwing
waishad by the mutes who hed oome
flnrr!n,dﬂln he chrehed himanlf and
motion®d 1o them 1o enrry us to the
camp, which they did,

CHAPTER XXVIII

Orer the Mountain.
HE naxt thing I recollact fn &
fealing of the mowt Areadtul
atiffnens, and & msort of

vaguas dea passing thromgh
my balf-awakensd bralm .

that T waa & carpet that had just
bean beaten. [ opaned my ayss, and
tha nNrst thing they fell on was the
venarabie oountenance of our old
friand Milall, wha was ssated by the
alds of tha improvised bed upan which
1 wna slesping, and thoughtfully
stroking his long beard. The aigot of
him at onca brought back to my
mind a recollection of all that we had
receutly passed through, which was
accentuated by the vision of peor Lao
1¥ing oppoxite to me, his face Knooked
almost to a Jelly, and bhis beputiful
erown of curls turned from yellow te
white, aud | sbut my eyus agnio and
groanmd,

*Tuou hast slept long, my Naboon,”
sald the old Hilaill, s

“How long, my fathar?" I gak

“A round of the sun and a round of
the moon, & day and a night, hast
M-um,nﬂd the Lion also, See, he

e
“Blosed Is slesp™ T “for

it swallows up recollection.”

“Tell me,” ho sald, “what hath be-
leth yo, and what is this strange
slury of the death of her who diuth
not. nk thee, my son: if this be
trua, then ia thy danger and the dan.
#or of the ldon very great~nay, ale
most ia the pot red whaerewith ye shall
be potted, and the stomachs of those
who shall sat ye nre already hungry
for the feant. Knowest thou that these
Amabhagger, my children, those
dwellers n the caves, hata ys more
because of thelir brethiren whom Hhe

ut to the torture for ya? Asauredly,

[ once thoy learn that thers s naught
to fear from Hiya, from the terrible
Bhe-who-must-bo.obeyed, they will
slay ye by tho pat, Hut let e hear
thy tale, my pwoor HalLoon."

Thus adjured, I set ta work and told
Blm—not everything, indeed, for [ did
not think it destrable to do s, but suf-
ficlent for my purpose, which was to
make him undorstand that She was
reully no more, bLaving follsn into
soine fire, and, as I put it—for the real
thing would hava bean Incomprehens
sible to him-—been bBurned up. Dut I
claarly saw that ha Jdid not bellave Lo
tha report of Ayssha's death

“And now,” conaluded Hillall, “what
wouldst thou do my Haboon 1

"Nay, 1 sald, "1 hnow aot, my
father, Can we not escape from this
country 7

Ha shoolk his head.

“"HillallL" 1 matd, “onos, thou knowost,
1 did save thy life. Now pay baak
the debt, my futhier, and suve ma mine
and iny friend's, tha Lion's  Also, 1f
thou ba right, and It She doth hut hide
hernself, wurely when who otmes again
sis shall reward thee ™

UMy mon the Baboon” answered tha
old man, “think not that ¥ have an
ungrateful heart.  Well do T remember
how thon dldst rescus me When those
dogs slood by to meo e drown.
Measura for measura will T givn thee

and if thou oanst be anved, surely | vﬂl
save thee, Listen; by dawn to-iporrow
be prepared, for Httors shall be L-n to
benr yo awny acroms the mountalng
and through the marshea beyond, Thie
will 1 do, saylog that 1t 1s the word of
Bho that It ba done.”

At dawn the ol man himaelf ap«
poired, and told us that ha had, g'
using Ehe'sn dreaded name, succesded
In getting e recessary men and twa
muldes Lo conduct us moross the
awamps anl that he urged us to stary
at once, 1* Lna same tme announsing
his intenion o wocompany us, 80 a8
to protect us against treachaery.

Avcordingly we started in the lte

Tk

For three dayw, through stench and
mirs, and the all prevalling fAavor of
favar, did our beacers atruggle along,
tIl wt length wo came 10 open rolling
ground, auite uncuitivated and most«
ly tresless, but goversd with game
of all sorts, wiich lias beyond thas
maost desolate, and wirhoul guides utes
terly Impracticable, distriot, And here
on tha tullowing morning ws bade
furewell, not without some regret, (o
old Billall, who stroked his white
beard and solomnly blessed us,

Weoe must atrike out for the Zame-
bes), Leo™ I sad, "but (ad knows
It wo shall ever got thare'

Iaoo nodded,

Suffce It to say that wa A4,
ncrtible bardships and privations,
reach the Zambesi, which proved to
Py @about & Dundered and seventy milea
ptith of whers HHIA left us Thare
wWo wara for aix months tniprisoned
Wy A aavaea tribe, who belleved us
10 ba superiitoral beings, ochlofly on

after

arcount of lLeo's youtliful face and
fnow-whita halpe Fraom thesa :""‘l".
wao nltimatoly Cape wrosslng
e Zoambesi, Wit ) uthward,
whers, whaon on thi polnt of starve
ton, wa wera sufflclently fortunate
1o {all in with hWalf-coute Portue
wkuens elephiant hunter wha hud fole
luwed n troo f viephoants fusthoer ine

tand than ha had ever beren belore.
Tila mun treated us most aospltahly
and ultimately throngh hig gssisthnos
we roached Delagon Hoy more than
vighteon months from the day when
wo omergsl from the marshes of
Kor and tho very next day anaged
to catch ons of the Donald Currle
boats that run round the Caps to
England, Wo set our foot on the
qQuay at Southampton exactly twa

years fruom the date of our departure
upon our wild and secmingly ridies
ulous quest.

L _ (The End)  _




